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MARCH 1981
VOLUNTARY DEFPARTURE

I s often esked the guestion, "Why did you leavei®, Teday mere than
ton yeers leter 4% is difficult to reconstruct the tirme, the attitudes,
the hysteris of the eerly *60%s, MeCarthy concepts and the men wore riding
the orest of support. Concentration csmps for foreign vorn, espeolally
those from "behind the iron surdéin courtries” were publicly ammounced;
their looation and building plans were published.

I was then snd mp %11 now a researdh soientiest, I hed the misforture
"'Qf being born in the wrong rert of the mﬂﬁ/gm 8t the age of four was
brought by my mother to the United Statos, By a compunded set of ciroume
stances I had rever become a oltizen althourh I was married %o an Amerdocan
aldigen, My pavents had rever obteived their fimal papers elthough they were
for many years in prosess, and &% one %ime 1% was thought I had derivedive
¢l Hironships \

My sitizenship was Dirst questionsd alter a vacation trip sroundethew
worlds This was the zift of my hushand and climewed my ohtaining e doctorate
degree aftsr ten years of oomtinuous stndy and lsboratory research, Ue had
travoled on cne passport ne wes oustemery tlen., Sow suddenly my whole world
fell aparte.] mes called @ porson without acountry, Yet sll my consoious life
hoad been spent here in the United 8tates, Bvery facet of American 1ife and
cusbamesaverything thet is Americens is elseo a pard of me,

During World war IX, as & sollere chudent I sssisted in the Civilien Pilet
Training Progrem working aftor school hours snd weekesnds, I worked inm a
synthetic rubber plant sz my first job es » chemist. Iy research thesis
a year later in partial fulfillment for the Master's Degress was the
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synthesis of pezsible antimalsrial canpoundse My Doctorate thesls was a
fundenensal sivdy nob eifﬁy in that dyps of mmmﬁ; but dlse basic nitrompn
pmaboriels and sysbtems, This wes later Yo be part of my tocls in cancer researche

Sub evon before I had loweled my collepe stwlics, I had worksd in facthories
and offioes to earn the movey meededs I kuew e full bitterness of the
depression yoarse Now having emerged from the Sransformation of education
ard the fire of obiaining three collepe degres-wmy sountry swidenly denied mee
How ocould thot be? '

The hurt, ths threst of conlimsmexnt, the plty of friends to ome who is prowd
wes unbsarsble. Rether than contime the dovastatingly cruel publieidy bhoth
%o me snd my hwsbend, T chose in 1951 whot I Shought then wes an honorsble
golution for ull of use The Depertrent of Inmioretion encouraged ne in the
bolief t£a~zs 1f X were doported|( or todk volumtary departure mying my own fare )
st some hﬁar date ny szxes*z ifar pemrdssion 4o re-onter would be considered
faporably. Mony people ensoursged me in this belief, my lawyer, ny friemds.

I¢ was seid thet if I loft volunterily, it would not be comsidored & deportations=
only now do X fully vealisze the tra) inbto which I had fellen,

T4 wan necsssery to Pind s country Yo which I could gos A% that time the
Israel Consulate in Los Angeles sald Heir country wounld opon 348 doers =nd
wrete & travel paper for me, In 1951 Isreel wes s%ll in a otebe of umany
truce with the Areb countries and ureofficial border shooting wes s way of
1ife wipht withia the city of Jerusalem,

After much disoussion with my hushand and lewyer I prepared a writtea
sbetenment to tuke an honorsble voluntery departure. Everyome patted me on th
back snd said, "good girl™ and the ODYESSY begen.

Within a monﬁh our beautliful Californie hmé and furniture was sold., Only
ny personal instruments, equimment, books were teken with me on the Emerican
Steamship Lime, 53 LaGuerdia which salled Merch 21, 195f.
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There had been many farewell pardiss snd wmuch sentiment end talk how this
was the logs of the Unided States end a goain for Izreslewnnd mever goodbys
A% Btanford University where I had been working as Research Assistent afber
obSaining my Dootors Degree there, cme such party wvas glven by the chenistyy
demrinent foodty exd greduante students who recorded these shatoment on tepe,

I cen mewver ersse from my memory the ploture of my husband stending on shore
as the ship left New York Harhorethere wore tears stresming down his faooee
he rever quite recovered from the shodk, Now looking back, I cen clearly
trace how his 18f wns shorbened by this, Nﬁgﬁﬁﬁbﬁﬁ‘a noved sway 1 stood
for hours keeping the vision of the Stetue of Liberty in view o8 it changed
ity sspeot in the sebting sun., Only vhen it was Sotally derk did I go helow
inke the sbeberoom, end soon we were belng Lossed by rough water of the March
sea in the Worth Atlantie, Cebles of cheer end good wishes were constanily
-' soming te me sboexd ship from friends end familyswgll the way to Heife, the
port of enbry for Isrecl whore I arrived two weeks later,

Upon arrivel my ocwrrency was changed inbo Israel poundsw~ethoss wore worth
then only a fow cents to the dollar on the Irternstionel merket. One received
immedintely too end ldentity card and the all-importent food retion cerd, The
sourttry had just emerged from war and wes cemithed to opan ite doors to the
refugees and homeless personss At thet time 30,000 percons e month weve erriving
‘peny without even a dscent shivt on their beckse Alr 1ifts picked up the
wardarers on the desgert, the digpesses from the Areb Stetes, 'The pecple of
Israel had decided to dsre gll their food with the Lrmigrents, Only the children
wore allowsd whatever fyesh milk, mead, and eggs wers available, For the
adult populetion the sbaple was frozen War I surplus fish, bread end whatever

else one might come upone Weler and housing were in short supply,
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I was never sble bo opem up my trunks in the three months I lived in Israel
{ April through June 1551 ) There was zinply no room in the tiny hotel rooms
or in the hm{ums I gharad, During that dime 1 drisd desparately te hecome
assimilated, I daught myself s 1ittle of the stete languege, Hsbrews I wisited
the Undversities in Tol-Aviv and Jerusalem, I wasz sent with members of the
ig_smel Research Council to sssist in the problen of food and hygiene in the

Vf’f‘imﬁ.gmticm Cempse I talked to the people at the Welsmenn Institute, Everywhere
there were possibilities in the fubure, bult no money, no eguipment, not enough
chomioals and labhorshory spaos.

In ¥ay 1851 nmy husbend errived on his first visit to Israel and he too plunged
inbo the problem of attenphing te selwe the problems of food and shelier, Mr, Luthy
m had a smell avhomobile pards in Jackson Nichigan snd was welleknown in hlis
comaunity and husinessg world trisd %o help the industeializedion program in Isrsel.
Howawer, hard currency was soeres axd reither he nor I wers ready fer ﬁ:ef/z;ifg;
in clinate and ways of living. In betwean sonfoyences a4 appolments 1;w:
vigited the Land of the Rible, the Holy Lend, the Reman ruins, the Ses of
Gallilea,

But the hot sumer was in progress and the send stoms which blow sand in
from the éamrﬁ: to £111 omes eyes,; hairy clothes, end rooms. Both of us were
physically weekened ; and lMre Luthy was wory much concerusd for my health which
led deteriorated wvory ranidly, Doators and friends suggested we go do Switzerhand
to restore our health and strength, The Swiss Consul isswed burist permite
and the faect thet lire Luthy had “hard currency” for tickets on Swissalr to Zurih
helved oonsiderably, In gmyz_esz we arrived at Genews to what geened the

- most wonderful sight to ocur perched eyes and skinm-fresh green grass, flowing

wadtery, and fresh foods
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Mre Luthy was o’bmmé %o return to the United Stutes and his business, while
I rempined in Zuriche. After s fow days, 1 visited the famous Uriversity emd
wes invited by Dre Paul Farrer, Novel prize wimer (Vitemin A chemistry ) %o
be n research assoclate. I went to werk under his supervision and obtained
8 resident visa through his sponsorship ( Kerrer wns Deen of the Chomiscles
Institute and thet year Deen of the entire University of Zurich )o I remsired
almost & yesr engaged in a synthesis of smmlogs of vitemin A I}gring ome of

oty

the several wvisite my husband mede in that time, Wf wisibed- his am&s%r&l home
8 village outside the city of Thifn, There @ clerk of records Lrought out a
mntury;nld book tracing the Luthy femily for hundyeds of years, Nre Luthy's
grandfather hed endgrated to the UeS. cxd dyiven & covered wagon to Michigan
and bullt a leg cabia in what is now Jackson Mishigan. Upon obbainming UeSe
citizenship the grandfather had renounsced Swiss‘ oitizenship end this hed heen
rooorded in the old Swiss recowis book tood Otherwise we { my husbend and I)
would still havwe been cidlsens of Switzerland sinee the wife end femily of
a Swiss subject have the natiomslity of the husbend. This is in cowbract be
the Unlted States where contrary Yo coumon belief, the wife does not Leowme
& gitizen by virtue of marrieges

However, the caamubing to Eurecpe was costly end Hiring %o my hushand, I%
was suggested that perhaps @ solution for us night be found iz Caneda., The
Ganadi.n govermment was sce epting oll menver of refugees from Hungery at that
time, The Canadien Consul in Switzerland geve us touriet visss to Cenads
where whparrived Lo the summer of 19252,

JULY 10 52==(AMTA

in Cenade, I visited several of the greet Universities, amd fimelly,
Hemilton University offered me au research fellowship, and sponsorved a regquwst
for a vesident visa for mee A% first %ﬁ/gmmgzﬁrxxxﬁ of Irmedgration was gsympathetie,
W told them the complete story. MNeny of my friends wrote fimn letters of

x‘?é«’ f’%@ Ml f@ “‘,;@M&:
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However there were inmnwnerable confeysnoes eand delays. In the inbterim
I ¢id livrary research for a monogreph on nubrition and sssisted my husband
with his pzfasezing; business problems, He camubed from Michigen end we had
great hopes that we could be dloser, but this was not o be, Cnnsdisn
officials seld mmmiy thet I would not bo sliowed a residonce permit
because there were certeln understandings with the United States so that
people who had been “daportsﬁ“.mm not allowed in border countries, Both
my husbend end I were heerdsick and woary. Then through the sponsorship
of a noted ceramic chemist, Dre Felix Jinger, I obtained a muriai: peymit to

Bagland, :
NOVELBER 1953--LNGLAND

In Woyembey 1852 I wrrived in Buglend where I btalked with chemists of
the Universities of Oxford, Ceambridge, Loudon, Birmingham, leeds, Fimlly,
in the Department of Chemistry, the University of Manchester, I was offered
a ressarch fellewship ualer & Grent fron the British Bmpire Cencer Compeign,
They sponsored a resident visa lor me which was grantea, and I plunged indo the
most intensive snd yewarding work of my lifes With the help of the staff, I
designed a project for the synthesis of possible anti-metabolites to acht as

genocer iuhibiters. We proposed to starve the furdious sppetite of the une

I synthesized e series of compounis, derivetives
80T 9 C8 R BBttt of nuoleis acid ) 40 8ot &8 sntlanetabeliten,

Some of these compounds are fming used oliniocally mow im fluid tumors such
louksming but at that time very 1ittle atbention was being pald to this works

I remained in 3@1&3@ for three and om-half years in this research working
with the Chester Beatty Research Institute of the Royal Cancer Hospitel inm
London. In addition I lectured and helped gulde students townrds theliyr
Mastors? Degrees. Ie Luthy conmuted fram the United States Yo England where
he hed businvess in mmaﬁm with corande inswWlators which he purchased theree
I helped him oo by Mﬁng patents for new designs for his spark plugs.
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But the English climete, the rigors of constant travel, the cost,
were deeply affecting my hushand; healths Nor did I really adjust to it
By working day and night in ny laboratory I could at least keep warm and
out of the lanchester smog, but this did not prevent my being depressed by
my lonely exile, True, the people and goverment of England were kinds on
the basis of my work and mseartsh/,my resident visa was rerewed yearlys
Finally, af'ter an especially bad winter, lir, Luthy and I decided oi;
sperding the Christmas holideys together in Jemaics, British West Indies
{ part of the British Camowwealth ). My relief at seeing the sun shine
brightly was daupened by the fact that my husband was definitely and seriously
ille An electrocardiograph quickly showed heart demage. Rest and temperate
climate were advised, and so we decided o stay one

When Mre Luthy was able to move sbout again, he talked with the Jamaican
Industrial Development Commission and they were intensely inmterested in his
ability to set up small industries, The University College of the West
Indies invited me to give seminars on my researche But plans were endlessly
slow and the irertia of colonial living was difficult Lo overcame-e-nor did
we overcome the subtle resistance to our nationslity.(There is still antage
omism bowerds the white American).

I rented land and began the develomment of a wvanilla plantation in order to
promote a highedollar value crope ( The vanilla plant is a special type of
orchid and requires much hand labor thus lending itself to the econmmy of the
Island )o I baught ome sesson at the Tgmer Boys’ School and even swimming bo
the girls in the School of the Inmaculate Conception, ﬁut both my husband
and I felt we were not mﬁng sufficient progress in our respective fields,
Whm his health improved, l\o becume restless for action and to make up our

heavy financiel lossess

n Am
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He had been receiving invitations fran other Carribesn and Central
American countries to develop spark plug industries. His United States
spark plugs hed been exported to these countries for many years, and were
welleknown and liked abroad. Bubt he did not wish to go alome, Ve made
plens to visit Mexico, At that time there were no direct flights from
Jamaica and it was necessary Yo fly to lMiami Intermational Airport to
transfer planes while in transite When we arrived there the United States
DTrnd gration authority would not let me transfer to another pleve even though'
it meant no officiel entry. We were forced to retrace our flight right badk
to Jamaioce at great expense, But most of all wes the expense of disaoungamént
and frustration, Thus wes driven home the lesson of a continuing persecution
even after I had taken as so called " honorable and cooperative" attitule in
1951 when leaving the U.Se in & "woluntary departure",
FETITIONS FOR MY READMISSION REFUSED

At various intervels in these yoars 1953«1957 my husband spoke to various
paoﬁle in the State Department abc;u'b the pessibility of ny obtaining & re-entry
visa, He pointed out the extreme hardship in this case, the separation of a
wife and husbande~and from her family, his illmess end meed for my helpe But
flat, ourt, refusals each time, We continued living in Jameioca after our
disappointing experience but sbout this time the Consul for Coloambia rented a
home adjoining ours We shared a patioc where the Comsul snd lir, Luthy soon
became good meighbors and friends,s The consul urged us to come to Colombia
where he sssured us his country would meke faster progress than any other
Latin Ameriocan country; <+they needed people with our background and ?1:5.115;
The Colembian Consul wrote his Industriel Pramotion Board in Bogota and soon
we were invited, granted visas, and on our way for a vew episode in our life,

~ COLOMBIA 1967
In Colambia we were received royally, entertained lavisghly in the best
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private and militery clubs. lire Luthy plunged into & series of industrial
gonferonces and I assisted in the mecessary written work, Im my own field
I was asked to visit the Umiversities of lMedellin, Bogota, Cali, to lecture
and in each I was invited %o join the staff,

Mre Luthy worked out a project with the Colambian govermment for the
setting up & small airplane factory ( he was well-acguainbed in this field
as well ) end both of us were private pilots and knew the problems welle
All seempd encouraginge-but our dogged fates intervened. We had not reallszed
how unsteble was the socioweconomic situatione

The Colembian govermment ( & iniliiary Junta ) was overthrown in lay 1957.
Suddénly we found ourselves in the midst of a South American revolution end
were querantined into our Hotel, the "Tequendema™ ealong with other North
Americans end touristse From our 1lth story window, we watched the armored
tanks roll by snd heard the shooting in the outskirts of the city. All outw
siders were advised to leave. Ina lull of the fighting, we lesrmed that a
new govermment had been set up end that all the sgreements we had mads were
mllifieds Our project was set aside-ewe were persomna nonegrata, Finally
we were sble to obtain visas to leave in the crowded lﬁaxim consulate who was
helping to got foreigrers oub of the country.

MEXICO 1957

We flew to Mexico oity and begai fygelap the threads of nomality once
NOres ‘Only the deuntless gpirlt of my hm:sband made this possible, He rew
estarlisked persomal gontact st ones will WS busimss comsctions and the
importers who had purchased his products in the paste He always created
interest and enthusiasn wherever he went end made fidands easily, I sold

big piston ring plant to ome of the aubto parts factories, There was telk

of interesting the Mexioen goverment in the seme type of airplene manufacture

he had proposed for the fommer Colombien govermmente



] Osee

But another clection was soon to take place and people would not commit
themselves mmﬁwy could leern what the next lexican gﬁwrmﬁ was to bee
In the meantime I did library research at the Umiversity of Mexico for the
Celifornia Foundation For Biochemical Resesrche This group had been writing
me Lfor some time sbout possible methods of our working together since there
was now & growing inbterest in the type of antieconcer compounds I had synthee
sized during my work and stay in England, The California Foundation secientists
come to lMexico City and we made plans in which I would poepare on & large seale
come of these possible thermpeutic agents, The Bosm-balt of Internal Ailments
agreed to essign a section of a new laboratory thet wes being builts Once
more our hopes wore raised for our fubure work and advancement, and once more
fate intervensde-the liexican carthquake of 1957,

It happensd 4 A.l, on & Suniay morning. We were awakened by the rocking, the
ories, the sudden darkmess as all power plants shut off power imwediately,
When morning light csme we went about the city and were confounded by the
devastation and demage, Scores of the great bulldings were condemned and new
buildings in progress were a shemiblss of dust, The laboratory which was being
built end where I was to have worked imad collapsed and all was postponed once more.
\ Govermment decreed that housing, uchocls, and medical care had priority. No ore
krow when my project would begine lire Luthy sonplainid of not feeling well
and we returned for a time to Jomaicas

~In this period had coms & number of letter= Zr-o Cuba (ret thet time

still under the rule of Battista)e There a group of imncrtars wished also
o start a fectory to manufacture the aute parts they were now importing and
thus inorease their margin of profite Mre Luthy went alons this time to
because I was umable to obtain & visa to Cuba and he wished to talk with

these gentlemen,
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Soon he returned to tell me of the bheauty of the island, of his welooms and
of the fine oppertunity there. The only diffieulty were the "fees" mecessary
to pay goverment officlels who wanted $10,000 for the privilege of permitting
the manufacture to start. Nevertheless, plans went ahead te foym the company,
"Bujies Luthie™, Inc. Our mew friends helped obtain u tourist vica for me toq}
sc that my neme could appear in the Iinal popers. Their lew decreed smongst
other formelities that all the wives had %o sipgn such doouments,

We hed not heard of Castre then, nor wes there ony evidence of the insbtebility
of the Battista goverment,

CuUBA 1958

Christmas time 1958 was our first introduction to the imer strife that wes
facing the Island people. Our friends explaimed %o us that there might be
blood shed and fighting in Havenn. Fidel Castre and his men were already in
the city of Santa Clara, Jire Luthy's heelth was showing signs of straine
He hed been in a severe accidente-sn elevator in which he had been riding
snapped and fell, His ankle was broken, and he suffered s heart sttack, I
was the only ome %o whom he ocould turm, ¥He meedad expert help and where
could we turn in this situstion? Therefore I made a decision %o bring him
myself to Oedar of Lebans Hospital, Los Angeles where it was known were some
of the best heardt specialists in the world, Jre Luthy was carried off the
plene and rushed into the hospital just in time (this I was told later ).
For seversl days he was in & oome, and then came & very slow convalescence,
While waiting, I did oconsultation work in chemistry, Fimlly, as if all this
had been toe much, I sucousbed to preumoris myself and was trested in the
gseme hospital, Afterwards, both of us needed sdditiomal mental therapy and
went to the Memminger Clinies The experts there said nothing was wrong with me

except the need for & home, stebility, end some messwre of seourity,.



ve retured to Jamalos while weiting for the situstion to sottle in Cubae
The West Indies Federation was now the fomm of geverment, but without the
finanolsl support of the Mother country, hard currency was segree « It appeared
as if there was a growing entegonian towards the white Americem, more suspicion
fownrds oubsiders. The first spurt of enthusiesm when independence frem colonial
status was fwrthming, new gawe way te the selfesmme slow pace of the fomer
igland lifes CuBA 19852

In the meantinse we followed the dewloment of our company "Bujiss Luthie®
in Cubs, When Mre Luthy felt strongey, his busiress sssoclates there urged him
to return a::a in Jenuery 1958 we witnessed the entrance of Castro into Hevens,
At firet everyone was hopeful and heppy. Owr gartgamhﬂ.p get up offlioss, rented
floor spaoe, ordered printing for the Cuban manufacture, We found s besutiful
home eereoss from the Country Club.

Our spark plug compsny began megotiations for a losn from the Industriel
Developuent Funde To bring over the Jackson plant, mowe mechines, buy raw material
herd ourreony permission was mseded. After doszens of conferences it beocmmo
appayent thet money would not be fortheoming. |

In the meantime the University of Havens which had been closed Lfor three years,
was now reopensd. I was asked te join the chemistry department and wes given
leboretery spsoe, Later I wes asked o teach e rofresher gourse in the Depert-
ment of Hyglene on newer metheds for iaanﬁfication of inpuritiecs and trace
elements in foods and medicines,

Whet happened in the following months of 1950 ls now historye-the change
in the Cestre goverment sway from privete busimess emd promotion, Owr partmers
in the sperk plug develoment were loging every pemny they hed in their old
business and in the new. meaﬁ deoree stepped private eapér&mpwk trade
and book over this as well as other basic industriess lerge sections of the
poplation began leaving, professionals end sciontiste sz wolle
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Those who lacked dollars or relatives in e Urlted States and sbroad, beomue
the nucleus of discontent, Castro's inlermal axnd exbterml policy was not
winning over the gﬁamnﬁs of westorn countries, OUnce nore we were wdvised
by friends in the island that o1l would become worse in the econumy which wes
taking an elevator drop with mo bobtoma in sight,

In July 1959 M, Luthy was called to lexioco City to bel: solw certaln
wohnical problems in commection with the piston ring plan® which he had
sold there, Both of us went because of his precarious ioel iy, awi then the
aliibude of lexico City was e #uah for his weskered heort and &ystem, ¢
hreathed only with diffioultye I put him on 8 trein to Sele him down Yo
‘ lower sltitude, bubt he d4id not improve. Fimelly of the berder, he noeded
modicel care and in owr desparation I trisd %o walk with him covess o cmder
of the litile town of Nueve Laredo to got him inte a Unlled Sintes MNosplials
He fesred being elome and would only trust in e for his core, Yot in oll
thig he alweys thought of finding for me that }mwgmt only of peacs, bub
where I could work at my highest level of ability. It ceeaned as if he wished
o meke that hig finel work and contributione
But in spite of his illmess iumdgration refused w both, and Swrred us
back the few fest imto the desolate village of Nuewo Larede. iWe sbayed
gulndt] B
while I helped widh digitelis and other podiontion, Finelly wo were
obliged to obbein air passage back o Cuba, From then on he wos uasder
oconstant doctor's care and bedriddens
I initiated o research project in this perded coordirmting the Blochemistry
Departmeont of the Umiversity of Havana, e Medical Scliwol, snd Agrioul tursl
Experimentel Statione This wes o ubilisze same of the valuable medicinal plants
of Cubay but especially those of vr oral antiedicboiic action. The meny
inberesting results from this have been published i the Par<luericen Medicel
Journel {Nevista de lodlcina, Panemericann, Novwuber 1960 )
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We had many visitors from the U.De during the early part of owr time in
Gibe, but leter these stopped with the combinusnce snd increase of "inoldembs¥en
explosions, shootings, banbingse Fimlly after a particularly bed seige of
Iitwee, iy husband suffersd kis last heesb stimeke He collapsed ome Saturday
o ng, Ee::‘siw 3;3?&: I tried o apply mouth o neuth resusication for two
hours while Meria tried %o finmd a dector, bub sll was too slow and too lale.
The low of the land decreed burial in 24 hourss I phoved long distance o
liry Hark Gooden who had been an asseclat® of memy yours snd hed been desipg-
mted as the adnindstrator of ths estutes Mo arvived only m hours before
burial time whieh bodk place in Colox femetery and in e presence of e large
group of owr Cuban friends, Hy hs;abm.zda whole life had been waswel and now
hig Linsl vesting place was as different as his blography, I hed vlaced &

headstorne which read,

' Fredorick A, Luthy, Born Jackson Jiichigan

13851955
Anmerican Flomser

Now I was truly alome, and inbonsive work wes nmy only welief, I beman
o wow teaching course &b the University at the request of the Depayriment of
Mweralogy, "The Use of the Polarized Light licroscope in Industry and
Research™; and & special cortificste wos printed for this course, My first
olass gredusted 21 students az mioroscopists,

However the changes in goverment were slse being veflected in the University,
Because of the difference in ag&zﬁm emongst the pmmgemit“«fm” took over
consisting of the military, the stwlents, and pro-goverment steff, iost of
the students were spending much Hime in military drill end marches often under
the leadership of Castre himself, My position wes to teadh seience onlye

That swwmeyr (1960) I was asked to head a resesrch lsboratory for the largsst
pharmaoeutical menufacburing plent in Cuba {labomberio (1 ), Bub it was
ineressingly difficult o carry on in sny worsel salondific mazsm In vapid
amasim, m ship "The Cobre" exploded ia vhe mvbar* m mum di.ons dunp

P R

}wy’:ﬁ z,‘,,x,'i, o 53 1%’ M 2 i o t e 13‘: a‘:‘;‘(;»‘;{,} 43. o ﬁf‘* s w@‘,“{{ ORI . .
W & ﬁ&““




He was Dre Arthur Furet of Stanford University (m/ﬁ» University of Sam
Fransisco, Dverywhere he was enthusissiically received not only for his
excellent end ensouraging reports, but slse for his cournge in coming.

At o spw&az dimer for Upe Furst,; high on & hill mt’lwmn& the harbor
of Suntiage de Cuba, our table discussed the pwsmt;/fw of Cubse Charactore
istically, ut another table in the other end of the restaurant was another group
spealdng in a different language but undoubiedly discussing the seme problems
'i'}u:ay wore visiting engimers and tochniciens fron Bastern couniries, Czechsy
Polos, Russianse

e asind ourselves whad ahou:té wo do, stide 1t cut or not? Ne om had an
gnswer. The country was so besutiful, we had set out our roots, and planned for
the fubwre. Now should we havwe to beouw integrated into the plans of the
fastro govermnment? Harry seid to me, ™I wish I had & Father Confossors..”

When o1l the puests had gome and the visitors éwm oonings I was wbearsbly
a};ﬁm; The owrmers of the estate where I lived hed dissppearedssit was rumored
they had fled %o Fiar;ég.. Only the meid wes theve with me end I hed no ome with
whim o disouss my problem., Bach day it was evident we were closer to o scnplete
breek of diplematic relotions with the United States.

To helghten ﬁ&%&ggﬁnw hurricane of Septenmber 1960 was appreaching
snd the northesst end of the island wos being battored, We all preparcd for a
najor lasking in Havenas Bub by the grace of God we were spared and most of the
fury of the stomn tore up Key West and many of its Bridgese That however, ended
the feryy service te Key West.

The eity was filled with all sorte of olesk and degger sctivity, The black
market in dollars, oigpreties, bub asp&e&aﬁfﬁarﬁ eurrency was everywhere., Om
could buy emything if ome had dollars, because so many poople wented o buy
airplans tickets, Pesos weye 10 to the dollar, abt ome time they were equel in

wuluse



velue. Vhere there hed heen gaiety anﬁ Imaghmr, there was nw strein,
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Tha/lam . gh-b whan my own fmoer strein was almost unbearable, I -
suddenly heard ahwﬁng and angry shoubing frem the greyhouwnds Kenmel Clube
lewﬁﬁmly there had been barbing incidents at the City airport (Coluwmbis)
é’mﬁe landing approsch passed directly over my patio,

The Dirst of the great "Airlif4e™ had been snnounced for those who wisghed
to leave, I folt *&ba'k surely this must mean people lile me, Had I not lived
all ny conscious life in the Urdbed States ( 40 years )e-had I mot a® least an
squal right with the refugse Cubans and other psoples who were being nccepled?
The fubure held only grester isolation from the only femily I had left in the
world, my mother and brother in the United States, Then I made ny decision
4o cane—wtnd I joined @ pgroup going on the Airlift. I lef$ everything behind
my beautiful heme, its silver and complets furnishings, my books, laboratory
equipmont, research notebooks, my care-snd ny husbands grave at the Colon
Ceme ¥orye

When I arrived in Floride, I felt suddenly very much relievedfrom fimlly
having made the decision alome , Nothing ceemed o matieresnot even the
finmncial losse, I slept for 24 hours from exhaustions I was i1l toow-still
week from snother boubt pmoumonis just before lesvings I phoms|my brother whe
was teaching psyehclogy at Ohio Nortlern University. He and hig wife had spont
helidays with me in Cubes, They had beon extremely conosrred snd weye mot sure
prised at my coming, They seid I should stay with them to recover ia their
oanfortable home and sort things oubke, After hospitalization end convalesoence
I bocmms soquednted with same of the staff of the Umiversity,

1961 the United Stages Agnin

The College had heard of my professioml badkground and research. They were
urgently in need of someons to beach orgenic chemistry in the Scheol of Phermacye
Even students ceme over assking if I wouldn't teach and helpm %through & diffioult
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{mony were on G traiming funds )s Thelr progress and even fimances was being
neld back for lack of instructor. Fimally a contract was sigmed wherehy I
would beach as & full professor ani slso be a research comsuliant and help
initiete regearch, I plumpged inte this activity to kmep from thinking of the
many problems behimd and slwad of me, I taught frem :hn@ry o Jue 1841 ab
Ohio Northern Uslversitys At the end of the sehool yesr, i% was suggested that
I try to set up joint resesrch projects between the three meighboring collegpue

In ene such interview at Finilay College I met and talked with the President,
Oule Wilson. He sald they were just then building & mew Selence Halle A% the
end of the inberview he asked if I would be iwmberested in heading the chemistey
their Chemdstry Departent and introducing my plans of developing mmwfm
among uﬁéwwﬁmﬂs studentse The atmosphere wes so frienily, the challenge so
interesting, I nccoplede

In the meentime, lire Mark Godden in his capacibty as administrator of the Luthy
estate, had boen able %o make ore more and final trip %o Cuba, He brought beck
my sar end & few treaswred pleces, the nicroscopes and accessoriese Ho confirmed
sy desoription of the situation end said he hed found even more hostility btowards
Americens, Soon aftermerds n govermmont decree ordered that the goods of all
yéo;;ie who were obhgent for more then thres months would be confiseeied, Thus
all my possessionsin Cuba are gom, ”ﬁ“‘ I mo longer hed even those to return to.
We £41ed o olaim with the Swiss t:eméiah detailing these losses,

In the gumer school vacation period of 1861, I initinted & cancer rescarch
project jointly with George He Needhsm, nationally autherity in nicrescopy
and ; the book, "The Practical Use Of the Microscope™. We wanted lo
to: M sinpler nethods of sbulying, measuring, end ¢agnosiz the
presend , : ‘oollse lire loedham hed o real interest in the project since

e was ome of the increasing muber of people who had recovered from an operable
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At this polint Dre Arthw Purst offered the T CeSSErY BnoeY mfila for study
from his group of best snmimels, We made samo inmteresting diam# gbout the
mature, sisge, and patbern of growth of the cancer wllse This we folt should
be sharsd with other wesesrders and mads publie, snd so we veported our findings
2t several scientifiec meetings. They were also made & part of the Proocsedings
of the American Association For Cancer Research im its Atlantie City Conforence,
April 1962, Our techrieal results ard developments especislly in the use of
fluorescent Light ave now being published in the Jowmd of the Royal YVieroscopy
Soefety of London ( &0 wilch I hed been glven xembership Je '

I the fa1) ( Septembor 1961 ) I bogan my sesigment ot Fimilay Collogs,
The bullding wae reedy, bubt rothing elses It was mecessary o orgenize the
department, the sbockroom for the ehamistry laborstories, move from the old
basement laboratory--and teach et the same tims., Becsuse the college is smsll,
and short of fusds, I was the only shemistry professor and hed o tesch every
type of chamistry sud supervise the laboratory work, Ondinarily, this is dons
by at Jeast three difforent peoples Howewer, I fourd much hidden 4alsnt snd
eooperation with ths young men and wemen who weve inspirved by tho privilege
of dolng research work as well as ordimary exereises. Thus we carried on ihe
unfinished work of the project begun with Needham end Furste Our activitics
attracted atientiony evon high school students came in to viglt our animals
and ask if they could borrow same for their sclense projocts, We mlow@ﬁ.ﬂi
people on any level who wished Lo coopemie in serviee o the canser yosenrch
project,

Finallys Siks @dxector of the Hancock County Obio umit of ‘he American Uanesr
_ " @ suggested I propese a mﬁaﬁmﬁé for owr work, After much
mti 4 oy , the Ohio Division of the American Cancer Society asreed
%o sumﬁs the work ab Findlay Oollege. This was an lusditubions]l grent of which

I was %o be mupervisows I found myself being asked o spesk before weuy msny
groups snd sooietiess I could harlily refuse, not mzﬂtﬂ I stop the athendant
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: solentifiec
work, teach, and comtribute bo the country with research and/publicationse

Trwy 1 have enly adniration and pratefulness to Isrecl, bubt I was there
ouly thyee months of my entire 1ifs, ly countey is the Unmited States by
work, study, education, language. iy only remaining Wege-ny sged and sick
mother who meeds me ave here, ny brother and his familys All have appesled
in my bebalfy To separsts us mow in ny remaining years would be walue
hardship, and injustice to all of uss Nor would it be just bo Isreel
%o send a person who dees not wish to owme,

Is there not a tradition of acceptence and clemensy in owr country?

Must I be alwmys sailing, journeying, without a‘m portid It grieves

me too, that so much precious time be spent [th«gnn there are so meny
golentifioc und medionl problems begping Yo be solved. And vet & scientist
does not live in & vacumm, He too must have his hame and be able %o
commundcate with bis fellowmen,

The strangersss of these wanderings is thet consciously or unconsciously
the wanderings have always led me back to this country, to the Unibed States.
And I hope with al]l ny héart thad this odyssay will exd &s all odysseyse~with
the zaller's veturn back homes



